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SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 
PALM SUNDAY 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2026 ­ 10:30 AM 
 
 



PRELUDE     Cantilene   J.G. Rheinberger 
 

GATHERING 
OPENING 
 

Blessed is the One who comes in the Name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is the One who comes in the Name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is the One who comes in the Name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL                      Matthew 21:1-11 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the twenty-first chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and 
bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs 
them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had 
been spoken through the prophet: 
 5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey 
and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 
shouting, 
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 
this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.” 
This is the gospel of our Lord.    
Thanks be to God! 



BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The assembly raises their branches for the blessing. 
 
Let us pray.  We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior 
Jesus Christ.  Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah 
and king by those who spread garments and branches along his way.  Bless these 
branches and those who carry them.  Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of 
the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 
PROCESSION WITH PALMS  
                       

Let us go forth in peace, 
in the Name of Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 
The assembly follows the minister into the sanctuary while singing 

"All Glory, Laud, and Honor.” 
 

Upon returning to your seat, please remain standing. 
 
 

HYMN   All Glory, Laud and Honor   Hymn #344 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
   



      Palm Branches (Les Rameaux)          J. B. Faure 
 
 

O’er all the way, green palms and blossoms gay, 
Are strewn this day in festal preparation, 

Where Jesus comes to wipe our tears away, 
E’en now the throng to welcome Him prepare; 

 

Chorus ~  Join all and sing, His name declare, 
Let ev’ry voice resound with acclamation, 

Hosanna! Praise to be the Lord! 
Bless him, who cometh to bring us salvation! 

 

His word goes forth, and people by its might, 
Once more gain freedom from degradation. 

Humanity doth give to each his right, 
While those in darkness find restored the light! 

Chorus 
 

Sing and rejoice, O blest Jerusalem, 
Of all thy sons sing the emancipation. 

Thro’ Boundless love the Christ of Bethlehem 
Brings faith and hope to thee for evermore. 

Chorus               

Blessed is the One who comes in the Name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our 
Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross.  In your 
mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of 
his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
 
 



WORD 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

   4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 
sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to 
listen as those who are taught.  5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not 
rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my 
cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and 
spitting.  
 

   7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set 
my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates 
me is near.  Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my 
adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will 
declare me guilty? 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25  
 

 
 
R. Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 

In you, O LORD, I take refuge;  
let me never be put to shame.  
In your justice rescue me.  
Into your hands I commend my spirit;  
you will redeem me, O LORD, O faithful God.  

R. Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 
For all my foes I am an object of reproach,  
a laughingstock to my neighbors, and a dread to my friends;  
they who see me abroad flee from me.  
I am forgotten like the unremembered dead;  
I am like a dish that is broken.  



R. Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 
But my trust is in you, O LORD;  
I say, "You are my God.  
In your hands is my destiny; rescue me  
from the clutches of my enemies and my persecutors."  

R. Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 
Let your face shine upon your servant;  
save me in your kindness.  
Take courage and be stouthearted,  
all you who hope in the LORD.  

R. Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 
 
 
SECOND READING                                                                     Philippians 2:5–11 
 

   5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.  And 
being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point 
of death — even death on a cross.  9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave 
him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
Christ became obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name  
which is above every name. Philippians:2:8-9 

 

 
THE PASSION OF OUR LORD            According to Matthew 26:14—27:66 

Silence for reflection 
 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY             O Sacred Head, Now Wounded   Hymn #351 

Please stand.  
 
 
 
NICENE CREED 

 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,   
and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 
world and its needs. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers in 
your church both globally and locally. Open our hearts to encounter the infinite life 
you offer in Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and sea, 
and plants and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness to your 
saving love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build your 
beloved community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so that 
they act with justice and fairness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, like 
Jesus, know the sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be with those 
experiencing pain or loss this day. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy Week. 
Bless those here who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for all the faithful 
departed who rest in your mercy. Deliver us all from death’s power and raise us to 
life in you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
 

Amen. 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

GREETING OF PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you.    The assembly sits after exchanging the peace. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 
Peace be with  you. You may consider a gesture without physical touch, perhaps 
a slight bow, or crossing  over the chest, as a symbol of an embrace.  

*Please consider an offering to Redeemer-St. John’s and Our Saviour’s Lutheran 
Church by clicking at this link: https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ3P/home or scan 

the QR code below.  
 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC    Crucifixus from the Mass in B Minor J.S. Bach 
 
Offertory Verse       Now Behold the Lamb   

https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ3P/home


 

 
           
  

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray.  O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

PREFACE 
  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,…we praise your name and join their     
  unending hymn: 
 
 

 
 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord's Passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 



Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, blessed and Holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
OUR FATHER  
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.    

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AT THE DISTRIBUTION 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion.  In this Sacrament we receive 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ for our forgiveness and salvation as we celebrate our unity 
with Christ and all the saints.   

 

  
 

 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC                     Ah, Holy Jesus     Hymn #349 
       Were You There   Hymn #353 
 
 
Post Communion Blessing  Please stand. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  
you in His grace. 
Amen. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray.  God of our salvation, 
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 
Through the body and blood of your Son, 
may we become Christ’s body in the world, 
bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.    

SENDING 
BENEDICTION   Please stand.  
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor ☩ and give you peace.  
 
SENDING HYMN   Sing, My Tongue  Hymn #356 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  Ciacona in E Minor  Dietrich Buxtehude 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26613.  OneLicense.net #A-713288 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
PRAYER FOR PLACING PALMS IN THE HOME 

 

Use this blessing when placing palms in the home following the Palm Sunday 
liturgy.  The palms may be placed in a place of prayer in the home or behind icons, 
holy images, or crosses. 
  

Blessed is the One who comes in the Name of the Lord!  May we who place these 
palms receive Christ into our midst with the joy that marked the entrance to 
Jerusalem.  May we hold no betrayal in our hearts, but peacefully welcome Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
  

 
 

LEADERS IN TODAY’S LITURGY 
 

Presiding and Preaching   Rev. Khader Khalilia 
Assisting Minister    Deacon Eric Johnson 
Crucifer      Karin Morales 
Lector      Blake Novak 
Intercessor         Alice Fong 
Usher      Jason Dean 
Greeter      Karin Syrdal 
Director of Music    Kirsten d’Aquino 
Choir      Christina Swanson 
       Celina Randazzo 
       Jackson Schroeder 
       Collin Ellsbury 
       Avery Davidson 
        

 

 

 

 

 



PARISH NOTES – March 29, 2026 

 

Welcome in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! We appreciate 
your joining us as we celebrate the love given to us through God’s beloved Son. If 
you wish to be included on our mailing list, please sign the guest book or inform 
an usher or the pastor.  Also, please join us for conversation and refreshments in 
the lower level after worship. May you feel richly blessed this day! 

~John DeLuca, Beatrice Sarchapone, Maria Marsala, Roger Stern, 
Karen O’Brien, Phil Scherer, Milly Reistad,  Pat Boyle, Steve Cerame, 

Diane Kerl, Family of Sandy Romano, Ruth Lundy, Dot Coy, Don Coy, 
Joshua Suzuki, Allison Lauer, Stanley Lieberman, Thomas Maulick, James Quigg,  
Norina Lundy, Carmen Delgado, Lenore Kerl and Peter Syrdahl. 

   Please let us know if you are in need of prayer. 

 

The Word In Season” devotionals for April, May and June 2026 are now available 
on the foyer table.  

Please note:  All checks should be made out to Redeemer-St. John’s and Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church until Grace Lutheran Church becomes the official legal 
name.  

 

Blessed Birthday Wishes for MARCH to: 

Kristen Carlson   March 2nd 

Kim Richter   March 7th 

Mary Johnson   March 11th 

Olivia Khalilia   March 14th 

Christina Coppolino  March 17th 

Glenn Johnson   March 25th 

Liam Hall    March 30th  



Offering Envelopes 2026 
Please pick up your offering envelopes for 2026 from the table in the back of the 
church.  If you do not see your name on the envelope set, please let Dorothy Fyfe or 
Pastor Khader know.  
 

 
 

• Palm Sunday Service, March 29th  at 10:30 am  
• Maundy Thursday, April 2nd ~Foot washing and Holy Communion at 7 pm*  
• Good Friday, April 3rd - Stations of the Cross at 7 pm  
• Easter Sunday, April 5th  - Breakfast at 9:15 am, Service at 10:30 am with      

special music.  There will be an Easter pinata immediately after service. All 
children are invited! 
 

*Dinner will be provided at 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall prior to Maundy Thursday 
Mass.  Chicken and Salmon will be served.  A sign-up sheet for reservations and 
dinner selection is posted on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall or email your 
request to stredeemer939@gmail.com.   

 

 Eternal Candle and Altar Flowers: 

It is $10 per week to sponsor the Eternal Candle and $40 per floral 
arrangement for the altar. 

As flower arrangements are not placed on the altar during the Lenten Season, please 
consider sponsoring palms and/or music for Palm Sunday.  
 

 

 

 



Easter Egg Hunt 

Please see flyer at the end of this bulletin for information on the Easter Egg Hunt 
to be held on April 4th from 11am to 1pm at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
located at 414 80th Street.   Free admission.  Come for crafts, pictures with the 
Easter Bunny, and the EASTER EGG HUNT!   We will also be collecting non-
perishable food items for donation to a local food pantry. 

Easter Lilies and Easter Music 

TODAY, March 29th,  is the last day to order flowers for Easter Sunday. Please see 
attached the flyer in this week’s Sunday’s Bulletin to order Easter Lilies and/or 
support Easter music.  Thank you for your continued support. 

A Sneak Peek at Our New Website 
Our new website is live at gracebk.org! 

We’re still in the process of legally changing our name, so we’ll hold off on 
announcing it to the wider community for now. In the meantime, please take a look 
and let Pastor Khader know if you have any feedback or questions. You can direct 
them to Pastor Khader directly.   
 
Virtual Bible Study 
Join us! We meet every Wednesday at 11:00 AM (via Zoom).   All are welcome—
bring your coffee and join the conversation! 
 
Sunday School  
This interactive learning experience for children, 1st through 5th grade, focuses on 
exploring the key biblical stories, creating, wondering and reflecting.  The class 
meets every Sunday morning during the at 9:40 am.  

Confirmation Class   ~  Rooted in Word. Centered in Christ. 

Youth in grades 5–9 are invited to join this year’s Confirmation Class which meets 
in person every Wednesday at 5:30 PM at 939 83rd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228. 
 

This is a time of formation in faith, guided by Scripture, the Catechism, and the life 
of the Church.   Sunday worship at 10:30 AM is required. 

Contact Pastor Khader at 718-833-7700 for more information. 
 

https://click-1767217.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=114374657&msgid=396798&act=R8U0&c=1767217&pid=865045&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fgracebk.org%2F&cf=26094&v=8be7a8cfb7ba0cda773b6fa864c12ac57387f619bfebaef89cfdcaf4321d9316


Weekly Events at Redeemer-St. John's – 3/29/26 to 4/5/26 
 

Sundays     10:30 am  Worship Service  
     11:30 am  Coffee Hour 
     12:00 pm  Greek Apostolic Church Service 
Wednesdays   7:00   pm   Sons of Bill (Men’s AA Meeting) 
         – In-person 
Saturdays    1:30 pm –   Al-Anon Meeting – In-person 
 

Upcoming Church Celebrations – Join Us in Worship and Song! 
 

Come and celebrate the heart of the season with worship services filled with the 
Word, the Sacraments, and the beauty of sacred music. We look forward to 
welcoming you and your loved ones to these special gatherings. 

 
• Good Friday Services:  April 3rd at 7:00 pm 

This Good Friday we present the stations of the Cross with special music 
at each station.  Please plan to attend this sacred devotion with pieces by 
our choir and soloists. 
 
REDEEMER-ST. JOHN’S AND OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

939 83rd Street Brooklyn, New York 11228-2817 
Office: 718.833.7700  Fax: 718.833.6165 

Facebook: Redeemer-St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Like Us on Facebook and receive updates.   
 

 The Rev. Khader Khalilia    Pastor    
 Kirsten d’Aquino     Director of Music 
 Leticia Da Silva      Director of Youth Ministry 
 Mary Masterson         Administrative Assistant 
 Holly Hooper           RSJ Nursery School Director 
 Alice Mulligan      OS Nursery School Director 
 

Opening our doors and serving the community by transforming lives through the 
powerful teachings of Jesus Christ. 

Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 



 

 



       Easter Lilies 

               Easter Music 
On Sunday, April 5th  when we come to celebrate the Lord’s Resurrection and our 
guarantee of Eternal Life, the church will be resplendent in its Easter best.  Be part 
of the glorious beautification of the Altar and Sanctuary by placing Easter flowers 
in the Church. 

This is a special way to remember a loved one, to honor someone, or to give thanks 
for the blessings received in your life. 

There is also an opportunity to sponsor Easter music by marking that option below. 

I wish to place a plant in the Church for Easter morning: 

In Memory of -   (Please Print) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________ 

In Honor of- (Please print) 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________ 

Giving thanks for- (Please print) 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________ 

_____ I would like to sponsor Easter music to the glory of God. 

Signed- ___________________________________________________ 
The cost of the plants will be $12.00 and music sponsorship may be in any amount. Please 
make checks out to RSJ and Our Saviour’s and mark the memo for Easter music or flowers, 
attach this form and place in the offering plate. 

Last day to order flowers will be Sunday, March 29, 2026. 


