
LITURGY at REDEEMER-ST. JOHN’S 
and OUR SAVIOUR’S 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP 
 

Sunday, May 3, 2026                                10:30 A.M. 
Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

PRELUDE   Tocata Avanti la Messa    Della Domenica 
 

 EASTER ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!   
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
GATHERING HYMN    Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation        Hymn #645  
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 

 



  
 

 



 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. 
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and 
to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.     Please be seated. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING                                                                             Acts 7:55-60 
   
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered 
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they 
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their 
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he 
prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a 
loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he 
died. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25 

 

 
 
R. Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 
In you, O LORD, I take refuge; 
let me never be put to shame. 
In your justice rescue me. 
Into your hands I commend my spirit; 
you will redeem me, O LORD, O faithful God. 
R. Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 
For all my foes I am an object of reproach, 
a laughingstock to my neighbors, and a dread to my friends; 
they who see me abroad flee from me. 
I am forgotten like the unremembered dead; 
I am like a dish that is broken. 
R. Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 
But my trust is in you, O LORD; 
I say, "You are my God. 
In your hands is my destiny; rescue me 
from the clutches of my enemies and my persecutors." 
R. Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 
Let your face shine upon your servant; 
save me in your kindness. 
Take courage and be stouthearted, 
all you who hope in the LORD. 
R. Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 
 

 
 
 



SECOND READING                                                                    1 Peter 2:2-10 
 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
into salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and 
 “A stone that makes them stumble 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 
 10 Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Please stand.  

 
 

"I am the way, the truth and the life, says the Lord; no one comes to the Father, 
except through me." (Jn 14: 6) 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                  JOHN  14:1-14 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the fourteenth chapter.  
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were 
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where 
I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 
can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know 
my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me 
does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if 
you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, 
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you 
ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 



 
HOMILY   Silence for reflection    Rev. Khader Khalilia 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds Hymn #367  
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 

the virgin Mary, and was made man. 
   

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,   

 and his kingdom will have no end.   

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, 
let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence. 
God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay 
leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast 
love to all whom they encounter. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and 
valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate 
disaster. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be 
instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be 
agents of compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and 
assistance. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for 
any in need, and comfort those who are sick. Instill caregivers with a sense of 
purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to 
witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those unable 
to attend worship today. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we 
are never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who 
witnessed to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
 
Amen. 

 



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
GREETING OF PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly sits after exchanging the peace. 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC     Peace I Leave with You       
 
OFFERTORY VERSE       Please stand.   YOU ARE HOLY (DU AR HELIG) 
 



 
 
 

 

 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Risen One, 
you have gathered us around your table of grace 
along with these gifts we bring. 
Come among us again, 
breathe your life into us, 
and enliven us with this meal, 
that we may live as your risen body in the world. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…We praise your name and join  
their unending hymn… 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  Your mercy is everlasting and your 
faithfulness endures from age to age.  Praise to you for creating the heavens and the 
earth.  Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.  Praise to you 
for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.  Praise to you for leading your 
people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.  Praise to you for the 
words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  Praise to you for the death and 
resurrection of Christ.  Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's Passover from death to life as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts 
of bread and wine.  Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as the body of Christ 
for the world.  Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, 
and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with 
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and Holy Trinity, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



OUR FATHER  
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

       on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  

    and forgive us our trespasses,  
       as we forgive those  
      who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
       but deliver us from evil.    
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
 

AT THE DISTRIBUTION 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion.  In this Sacrament 
we receive the body and blood of Jesus Christ for our forgiveness and salvation as 
we celebrate our unity with Christ and all the saints. 

 



 
 
 



MUSIC AT COMMUNION    I Received the Living God   Hymn #477 
     Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life     Hymn #816 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING    Please stand.  
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

 
 



 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray.  Living One, 
in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 
Send us now to tell of your wonders, 
sing of your glory, 
and proclaim your risen life 
to a wounded and weary world. 
Amen. 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
 
BENEDICTION   Please stand.  
 
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN            Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!           Hymn #380 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE:     Canon post il Comune 
    
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #26613.  OneLicense.net #A-713288 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 

 

 

 



LEADERS IN TODAY’S LITURGY 
 

 Presiding and Preaching    Rev. Khader Khalilia 
 Assisting Minister    Deacon Eric Johnson 
 Crucifer      Karin Morales 
 Lector      Dorothy Fyfe 
 Intercessor         Michael Gu 
 Usher      Jason Dean 
 Greeter      Barbara Richter 
 Director of Music    Kirsten d’Aquino 
 Choir      Christina Swanson 
        Celina Randazzo 
        Collin Ellsbury 
        Avery Davidson 
 
         
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PARISH NOTES – May 3, 2026 

Welcome in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! We appreciate 
your joining us as we celebrate the love given to us through God’s beloved Son. If 
you wish to be included on our mailing list, please sign the guest book or inform 
an usher or the pastor.  Also, please join us for conversation and refreshments in 
the lower level after worship. May you feel richly blessed this day! 

~John DeLuca, Beatrice Sarchapone, Maria Marsala, Roger Stern, 
Karen O’Brien, Phil Scherer, Milly Reistad,  Pat Boyle, Steve Cerame, 

Diane Kerl, Family of Sandy Romano, Ruth Lundy, Dot Coy, Don Coy, 
Joshua Suzuki, Allison Lauer, Stanley Lieberman, Thomas Maulick, James Quigg,  
Norina Lundy, Carmen Delgado, Lenore Kerl and Peter Syrdahl. 

   Please let us know if you are in need of prayer. 
 

The Word In Season” devotionals for April, May and June 2026 are now available 
on the foyer table.  

Please note:  All checks should be made out to Redeemer-St. John’s and Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church until Grace Lutheran Church becomes the official legal 
name.  

 

 Eternal Candle and Altar Flowers: 

It is $10 per week to sponsor the Eternal Candle and $40 per floral 
arrangement for the altar. 

The Eternal Candle for the month of May is in honor of Valentina Morales 
and Jonathan Morales by Kim Richter.   

The Altar Flower Arrangement for this Sunday is sponsored by Patricia 
Augustson in memory of Frank Burch and Josephine Augustson.  

 

 

 



Altar Paraments: 

New white altar paraments have been ordered.  If you would like to make a 
donation towards this purchase in memory or in honor of someone, please feel free 
to contribute.  

Altar Paraments donation was made by Linda Pergola in memory of her son 
Matthew J. Regevik and her husband, John J. Pergola.    

Offering Envelopes 2026 

Please pick up your offering envelopes for 2026 from the table in the back of the 
church.  If you do not see your name on the envelope set, please let Dorothy Fyfe or 
Pastor Khader know.  
Blessed Birthday Wishes for MAY to: 

Valentina Morales  May 2nd 
Eric Johnson   May 6th 
Jonathan Morales  May 9th 
Eliana Khalilia   May 12th 
Jennie Delcimento  May 17th 
Alice Fong    May 27th 
Karen Monsen   May 28th 
Torhild Nilsen   May 30th 
 

Musica Obsidian Concert – May 3, 2026 at 7 PM.  --- TONIGHT 
    

Luminia is a one-hour concert of Baroque and early sacred music, featuring works 
that reflect themes of light, grace, compassion, and devotion, particularly in Marian 
texts of the Church. 
 

Tickets: 
$10 – Students & Children               $25 – Adults 
 

CABARET:  A Night Of SOUND and STYLE – June 27, 2026 – 6 PM 
 

Please join us for a fun filled night of cabaret live music with dinner and 
refreshments on Saturday, June 27th at 939 83rd Street. 
Cabaret-Inspired Attire Encouraged.   Please see flyer at end of today’s bulletin. 
Tickets: Advance: $20 (Through June 13) 
              At the Door: $25 
              Donations Appreciated.  



Social Ministry:  Fundraising Activity for April and May 2026 

For April and May 2026, we are continuing to support our partnership with the 
Healing Center (Trinity Healing Center, Inc.) which was, founded in 2000, as a 
Brooklyn-based nonprofit dedicated to supporting survivors of domestic and 
gender-based violence. For over two decades, the organization has remained a 
beacon of hope, advocating for a future free of violence.   Please make your check 
payable to Redeemer-St. John’s and Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church and write on 
the memo line – Healing Center.   Also, a Healing Center donation box is located 
on the table in the back of the Sanctuary.  

A Sneak Peek at Our New Website 

Our new website is live at gracebk.org! 

We’re still in the process of legally changing our name, so we’ll hold off on 
announcing it to the wider community for now. In the meantime, please take a look 
and let Pastor Khader know if you have any feedback or questions. You can direct 
them to Pastor Khader directly.   
 

Virtual Bible Study 
Join us! We meet every Wednesday at 11:00 AM (via Zoom).   All are welcome—
bring your coffee and join the conversation! 
Sunday School  
This interactive learning experience for children, 1st through 5th grade, focuses on 
exploring the key biblical stories, creating, wondering and reflecting.  The class 
meets every Sunday morning during the at 9:40 am.  

Confirmation Class   ~  Rooted in Word. Centered in Christ. 

Youth in grades 5–9 are invited to join this year’s Confirmation Class which meets 
in person every Wednesday at 5:30 PM at 939 83rd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228. 
 
This is a time of formation in faith, guided by Scripture, the Catechism, and the life 
of the Church.   Sunday worship at 10:30 AM is required. 

Contact Pastor Khader at 718-833-7700 for more information. 
 

 

https://click-1767217.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=114374657&msgid=396798&act=R8U0&c=1767217&pid=865045&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fgracebk.org%2F&cf=26094&v=8be7a8cfb7ba0cda773b6fa864c12ac57387f619bfebaef89cfdcaf4321d9316


Weekly Events at Redeemer-St. John's – 5/3/26 to 5/10/26 
 

Sundays     10:30 am  Worship Service  
     11:30 am  Coffee Hour 
     12:00 pm  Greek Apostolic Church Service 
Wednesdays   7:00   pm   Sons of Bill (Men’s AA Meeting) 
         – In-person 
Saturdays    1:30 pm –   Al-Anon Meeting – In-person 
 

 
 

REDEEMER-ST. JOHN’S AND OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
939 83rd Street Brooklyn, New York 11228-2817 

Office: 718.833.7700  Fax: 718.833.6165 
Facebook: Redeemer-St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Like Us on Facebook and receive updates.   
 

 The Rev. Khader Khalilia    Pastor 
 Eric Johnson      Deacon    
 Kirsten d’Aquino     Director of Music 
 Leticia Da Silva      Director of Youth Ministry 
 Mary Masterson         Administrative Assistant 
 Holly Hooper           RSJ Nursery School Director 
 Alice Mulligan      OS Nursery School Director 

 

Opening our doors and serving the community by transforming lives through the 
powerful teachings of Jesus Christ. 

Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 



 


