
Liturgy at Grace Lutheran Church  
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

 Evangelical Lutheran Worship  
 

Sunday, September 27, 2026     10:30 A.M. 
Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE    Andante Religioso      Alec Rowley  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the ┼ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
To you, O God, 

all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our 
sins. Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your 
ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your 
goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN    At the Name of Jesus    Hymn #416 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us 
your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us 
in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

Word 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading         Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall 
no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent 
as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die. 
  
 25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away 
from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity 
that they have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from 
the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save 
their life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions 
that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29 Yet the house of 
Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? 
Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
 
  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your 
ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise 
iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have 
committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will 



you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the 
Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  

          
R. Remember your mercies, O Lord. 

Your ways, O LORD, make known to me; 
teach me your paths, 
guide me in your truth and teach me, 
for you are God my savior. 

R. Remember your mercies, O Lord. 

Remember that your compassion, O LORD, 
and your love are from of old. 
The sins of my youth and my frailties remember not; 
in your kindness remember me, 
because of your goodness, O LORD. 

R. Remember your mercies, O Lord. 

Good and upright is the LORD; 
thus he shows sinners the way. 
He guides the humble to justice, 
and teaches the humble his way. 

R. Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
                                                                                                                                                                                         
 



Second Reading                                                                 Philippians 2: 1-13 
 

1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership 
in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the 
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of 
others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be grasped, 
 7 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  assuming human likeness. 
 And being found in appearance as a human, 
  8 he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every other name, 
 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear 
and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
PLEASE STAND. 

 

   
 
"My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord; I know them, and they follow me." (Jn 10: 
27) 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                      MATTHEW 21:23-32 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the Twenty-first chapter.  
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 
do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say 
to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we 
are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I 
am doing these things. 
 
  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed 
his mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his 
father?” They said, “The first.” 



 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going 
into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe 
him.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
HOMILY       Rev. Khader Khalilia 
 

Silence for reflection 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word  Hymn #517 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

 



Installation of the Nursery School Director 

Representative of the Congregation: 

After prayerful deliberation, we, the people of Grace Lutheran Church of Brooklyn, 
have appointed Vanessa Vega to serve as Nursery School Director of Redeemer–
St. John’s. 

The representative moves aside, and the assembly is seated. 

Address and Questions 

Presiding Minister: 

Our Lord Jesus, who came among us as a servant, calls us to faith and a life of 
loving service to our neighbor. You come among us as one invited to render a 
particular service, a gift from God to inspire us to love and good works. 

Vanessa, in the presence of this assembly, will you commit yourself to this new trust 
and responsibility, in the confidence that it comes from God? 

I will, and I ask God to help me. 

Will you carry out this ministry with integrity, wisdom, and care, supporting the 
children, families, teachers, and staff entrusted to you, and in accordance with the 
mission and policies of this school? 

I will, and I ask God to help me. 

Presiding Minister: 

Will you be diligent in your professional growth, faithful in your responsibilities, 
and committed to fostering a safe, nurturing, and enriching environment for all 
children, while encouraging and supporting the teachers and staff who share in this 
work? 

I will, and I ask God to help me. 

Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you 
the strength and compassion to perform them. Amen. 

The assembly stands. 



Questions to the Assembly 

Will you receive Vanessa into this ministry of leadership and service, supporting her 
as she cares for the children, families, teachers, and staff of this school? 

We will, and we ask God to help us. 

Will you pray for her, encourage and support her in her work, and work together to 
create a community marked by respect, cooperation, and care? 

We will, and we ask God to help us. 

Prayer 

Let us pray. Almighty God, you have called Vanessa, Sabrina, Kristen, Jennifer, 
Kari, and Sveta to share in the work of caring for the children and families entrusted 
to them. Fill them with wisdom, patience, love, and faithfulness, that they may serve 
with joy. 

Strengthen them in their work, and through their teaching and care, help these 
children grow in faith, hope, and love. May all that they do reflect the love of Christ 
and be a blessing to the children and families they serve; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

Presiding Minister: 

Vanessa, I now declare you installed as Nursery School Director of Redeemer–St. 
John’s Nursery School. 

Almighty God bless you and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may 
faithfully serve Christ and the people entrusted to your care. Amen. 

Let us welcome her in the name of Christ. 

The assembly may offer acclamation with applause. 

 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 
God hears 
us. 
A brief silence. 
 
Gracious God, center your Church in Christ. Keep us humble and faithful to your 
Word. Give us hearts that are open to repentance, ready to hear your call, and eager 
to serve your people. Strengthen your Church to proclaim the good news of Jesus 
Christ in word and deed. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Loving God, you have entrusted your creation to our care. Teach us to receive your 
gifts with gratitude and to be faithful stewards of all that you have made. Help us 
care for the world and for one another as a reflection of your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Merciful God, guide all who have been entrusted with responsibility in the Church 
and in our communities. Give pastors, bishops, leaders, and all who serve your 
people wisdom, humility, and a spirit of service. May all authority be exercised with 
compassion and for the good of those entrusted to their care. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Compassionate God, draw near to all who are suffering, afraid, lonely, or burdened. 
Calm troubled hearts with the peace of Christ. Bring healing to the sick, comfort to 
those who mourn, strength to those who are weary, and hope to all who are in need. 
Grant them the assurance of your presence and the promise of your salvation. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious God, we give you thanks for the children, families, teachers, and staff of 
our nursery school. Bless these children as they learn and grow. Give teachers 
patience, wisdom, and joy in their work. Strengthen and encourage their families, 
and guide our new director, Ms. Vanesa Vega, as she begins this ministry. May our 
nursery school be a place where children are welcomed, families are supported, and 
your love is known. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



Faithful God, when we turn away from your call, turn our hearts back to you. 
Forgive our failures and renew us by your Holy Spirit. Make this congregation a 
community of prayer, faith, hospitality, and service. Give us courage to follow 
wherever Christ leads us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for all your saints who have gone before us in faith 
and now rest in your presence. Comfort those who mourn and remind us that, in 
Christ, death does not have the final word. Keep us faithful until the day when you 
gather your people into the fullness of your eternal kingdom. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else 
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
GREETING OF PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly sits after exchanging the peace. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 
Peace be with  you. You may consider a gesture without physical touch, perhaps 
a slight bow, or crossing  over the chest, as a symbol of an embrace.  

*Please consider an offering to Grace Lutheran Church by clicking at this link: 
https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ3P/home or scan the QR code below. 

 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC     Praise His Holy Name                           Keith Hampton 
                                                                                                      

https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ3P/home


OFFERTORY VERSE       Please stand. 
 
  
YOU ARE HOLY (DU AR HELIG) 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our 
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. Amen. 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…We praise your name and join  
their unending hymn… 

 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 



  
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
  



To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
OUR FATHER  
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

       on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  

    and forgive us our trespasses,  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 
and lead us not into temptation,  
       but deliver us from evil.    
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

AT THE DISTRIBUTION 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion.  In this Sacrament 
we receive the body and blood of Jesus Christ for our forgiveness and salvation as 
we celebrate our unity with Christ and all the saints. 

 



 
 
MUSIC AT COMMUNION    Panis Angelicus    Cesar Franck 
     I Received the Living God  Hymn #477 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING    Please stand.  
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. 
Amen. 



 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your 
presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the 
cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors 
with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 



Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 

BENEDICTION   Please stand.  
 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN            How Great Thou Art                     Hymn #856 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE:   Triumph Song       Alec Rowley     
  
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #26613.  OneLicense.net #A-713288 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

LEADERS IN TODAY’S LITURGY 
 

 Presiding and Preaching     Rev. Khader Khalilia 
 Assisting Minister    Deacon Eric Johnson 
 Crucifer                                                  Karin Morales 
 Greeter      Karin Syrdahl   
 Lector      Michael Gu 
 Intercessor         Jennie Delcimento 
 Usher      Kim Richter 
 Director of Music    Kirsten d’Aquino 
 Choir      Christina Swanson 
        Celina Randazzo 
        Collin Ellsbury 
        Pharel Silaban 
                                      



PARISH NOTES – September 27,  2026 
Welcome in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! We appreciate 

your joining us as we celebrate the love given to us through God’s beloved Son. If 
you wish to be included on our mailing list, please sign the guest book or inform 
an usher or the pastor.  Also, please join us for conversation and refreshments in 
the lower level after worship. May you feel richly blessed this day! 

~ Nancy Camarata, Anthony Serrano, The Family of Richard Boyle, 
John DeLuca, Beatrice Sarchapone, Maria Marsala, Roger Stern, Karen 
O’Brien, Phil Scherer, Milly Reistad,  Pat Boyle, Steve Cerame, Diane 

Kerl, Family of Sandy Romano, Ruth Lundy, Dot Coy, Don Coy, Joshua Suzuki, 
Stanley Lieberman, Thomas Maulick, James Quigg,  Norina Lundy, Carmen 
Delgado, Peter Syrdahl 

   Please let us know if you are in need of prayer. 

Today we are using “Mass setting: St. Anne’s Mass by James Macmillan”. 

“The Word In Season” devotionals for October, November and December 2026 are 
now available on the foyer table.  

 Eternal Candle and Altar Flowers: 

It is $10 per week to sponsor the Eternal Candle and $40 per floral arrangement 
for the altar. 

Blessed Birthday Wishes for September to: 

Sept. 13 - Evald Olsen 
Sept. 14 - Ron Smith 
Sept. 17 - Amelia Hazel 
Sept. 26 - Ana Crespo 
Sept. 29 - Kirsten D’Aquino 
 

CPR TRAINING- October 3rd , 1-3pm 
Hands on CPR and AED non-certified training. Limited space 
Location: Grace Lutheran 80th St Campus, 414 80th St. 
Reserve at info@babybesafe.com or Amelia- 917-572-6375  
 

 

mailto:info@babybesafe.com


Weekly Events at Grace Lutheran 
 

Sundays     10:30 am  Worship Service  
     11:30 am  Coffee Hour 
     12:00 pm  Greek Apostolic Church Service 
Wednesdays   7:00   pm   Sons of Bill (Men’s AA Meeting) 
         – In-person 
Saturdays    1:30 pm –   Al-Anon Meeting – In-person 

 
 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
939 83rd Street Brooklyn, New York 11228-2817 

Office: 718.833.7700  Fax: 718.833.6165 
Visit our website at gracebk.org 

Office Hours: Mon-Tues-Thurs 10am-1pm 
NEW Church Emails:      
Pastor Khader   PastorKhader@gracebk.org 
Kirsten d’Aquino  Kirsten@gracebk.org 
Office    Connect@gracebk.org     

 

Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church of Brooklyn 

Instagram: Gracelutheranchurchofbrooklyn 

Like Us on Facebook and receive updates. 

  
 The Rev. Khader Khalilia    Pastor 
 Eric Johnson      Deacon 
 Kirsten d’Aquino     Director of Music 
 Leticia Da Silva      Director of Youth Ministry 
 Tammy Johnson         Administrator 
 Vanessa Vega           RSJ Nursery School Director 
 Alice Mulligan      OS Nursery School Director 

 

Opening our doors and serving the community by transforming lives through the 
powerful teachings of Jesus Christ. 

Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

https://click-1767217.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=114374657&msgid=396798&act=R8U0&c=1767217&pid=865045&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fgracebk.org%2F&cf=26094&v=8be7a8cfb7ba0cda773b6fa864c12ac57387f619bfebaef89cfdcaf4321d9316
mailto:PastorKhader@gracebk.org
mailto:Kirsten@gracebk.org


Today: Rally Sunday 

During worship, we will welcome our nursery school teachers, students, and their 
families, and install our new Nursery School Director, Ms. Vanessa Vega, asking 
God’s blessing on her ministry among us. 
A family style barbeque will follow the service. We hope you will stay for 
fellowship as we celebrate this special day together. 
 
Kitchen Wish List 
Our wish list in now on Amazon- Grace Lutheran Church’s Kitchen Shower 
The link is available in the church e-newsletter 
 
Bravo Ambulance Service-Fall Fling Basket Fundraiser- Nov 7th 
Location: Grace Lutheran 80th St Campus, 414 80th St 
5:30-10:30pm 
Admission: $40 per person (includes food and drink) 
Contact Bravo or Amelia for more information 

Faith Formation 

First Holy Communion Classes 
First Holy Communion classes are underway and meet on Sundays at 9:40 a.m. in 
the meeting room. Children and their families are learning about the gift of the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion, where Christ gives us his true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins. Classes run for 4–6 weeks, and participants will receive their 
First Holy Communion during worship on Sunday, November 8. 

To enroll your child or for more information, please speak with Pastor Khader. 

Sunday School 
Sunday School meets on Sundays at 9:40 a.m. 

Confirmation Class 
Confirmation Class meets on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the Pastor’s Office. 

Virtual Bible Study 
TBD 

 
 
 



 



 


