Liturgy at Grace Lutheran Church
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Sunday, September 6, 2026 10:30 A.M.
Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

PRELUDE Petit Prélude Joseph Jongen

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the -|— Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
To you, O God,

all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our
sins. Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your
ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your
goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word and
sacrament in the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Earth and All the Stars! Hymn #731

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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we give you thanks for your great glo - ry, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual
mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that
is harmful and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.

Word

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-11

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 3 If I say to the wicked,
“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to
turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will
require at your hand. ° But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they
do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have
saved your life.

1"Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them;
how then can we live?” ! Say to them: As I live, says the Lord Gob, I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live;
turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 95: 1-2, 6-7, 8-9
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Music: @ 2015 Royce Nickel. Licensed in the Creative Commons by-nc-nd 3.0

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD;

let us acclaim the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us joyfully sing psalms to him.

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Come, let us bow down in worship;

let us kneel before the LORD who made us.

For he 1s our God,

and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides.

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Oh, that today you would hear his voice:
"Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,

as in the day of Massah in the desert,

Where your fathers tempted me;

they tested me though they had seen my works."

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.



Second Reading Romans 13:8-14

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another
has fulfilled the law. ®* The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you
shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” 1° Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the
law.

1 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; '? the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of
darkness and put on the armor of light; '3 let us walk decently as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. '*Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Please stand.
Alleluia Tone IV
0 }
hﬁ“ 1 E—
Q) @ —F ~— '\—/._. ._.\_/. & =

Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu -1a, al-le - lu-ia.

Music: © 2016 Royce Nickel. Licensed in the Creative Commons by-nc-nd 3.0

"God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, and entrusting to us the message
of reconciliation."” (2 Cor 5:19)



HoLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 18:15-20
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the Eighteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '° “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have
regained that one. '® But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with
you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. 7 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and
a tax collector. '® Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. !° Again, truly I
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you
by my Father in heaven. 2° For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am
there among them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Rev. Khader Khalilia

Silence for reflection

HYMN OF THE DAY  God, When Human Bonds are Broken Hymn #603

APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.



He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that
God hears us.

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the
words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, O

God.
Your mercy is great.

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all.
Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal communities
crying out after disaster. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of creation, you call us to share in the work of your hands. Bless all who labor,

grant dignity and purpose in every honest vocation, give rest to the weary, and teach
us to serve our neighbors faithfully through the work you have given us to do. Hear

us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken
relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and
grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even through our
imperfections. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the
nearness of your salvation for all who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Meal

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

GREETING OF PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The assembly sits after exchanging the peace.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say,
Peace be with you. You may consider a gesture without physical touch, perhaps
a slight bow, or crossing over the chest, as a symbol of an embrace.

*Please consider an offering to Grace Lutheran Church by clicking at this link:
https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ3P/home or scan the QR code below.

OFFERTORY MUSIC Steal Away ~arr. by Gwyneth Walker


https://secure.myvanco.com/YQ3P/home

OFFERTORY VERSE Please stand.

YOU ARE HOLY (DU AR HELIG)
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
0
)" A
@!c!,‘\?c!c!c?a
7 S ~ - S——

Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...We praise your name and join
their unending hymn...
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant
people, led them on all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so
loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes.

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal and make us one in this community of faith
and with your people throughout the world.

Glory and praise to you, O God, Author of life, Word made flesh, Power of the Most
High, now and forever. Amen.

OUR FATHER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

AT THE DISTRIBUTION

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion. In this Sacrament
we receive the body and blood of Jesus Christ for our forgiveness and salvation as
we celebrate our unity with Christ and all the saints.

Slowly . Agnus Dei
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MUSIC AT COMMUNION  Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether Hymn#470

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  Please stand.

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen.



%ﬁﬁ ._._._l_'_l_';._’ T ———
J T L 4
Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace: your word has
% ——
gy ] s o . —
been ful - filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va - tion
3  —— —
ﬁt- L — ——
v A
which you have pre-pared in the sight of ev - ’'ry peo - ple:
e L)
%ﬁ*.—‘—. ———
a light to re-veal you to the na-tions and the glo-ry of your
& o e R N N N e e HE
J ¥ — °* % o
peo-ple Is - ra - el. Glo -ry to the Fa-ther, and to the Son,
: = —_————
*— L
and to the Ho -ly Spir-it, as it was in the be-gin-ning,
%—‘—- D —
P’ % e .—f [
is now, and will be for - ev - er A - men.

Music: Plamsong. adapt. Ligheran Book of Worship
Music © 1978 Lia)wran Book of Worslup, admin. Augsberg Fortress.

Duplication in any form probibiied without permmission oc valid license from copynighl adnenistrator.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your
presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the
cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors
with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BENEDICTION Please stand.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven Hymn#864

DISMISSAL

Go 1n peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Ciacona in E Minor Dietrich Buxtehude

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26613. OneLicense.net #A-713288 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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PARISH NOTES - September 6, 2026
Welcome in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! We appreciate
your joining us as we celebrate the love given to us through God’s beloved Son. If
you wish to be included on our mailing list, please sign the guest book or inform
an usher or the pastor. Also, please join us for conversation and refreshments in
the lower level after worship. May you feel richly blessed this day!

w ~ Nancy Camarata, Anthony Serrano, The Family of Richard Boyle,
J John DeLuca, Beatrice Sarchapone, Maria Marsala, Roger Stern, Karen
‘Irudllﬂf O’Brien, Phil Scherer, Milly Reistad, Pat Boyle, Steve Cerame, Diane
Kerl, Family of Sandy Romano, Ruth Lundy, Dot Coy, Don Coy, Joshua Suzuki,
Stanley Lieberman, Thomas Maulick, James Quigg, Norina Lundy, Carmen
Delgado, Lenore Kerl, Peter Syrdahl, Anthony Serrano

Please let us know if you are in need of prayer.

Today we are using “Mass setting: St. Anne’s Mass by James Macmillan”.

“The Word In Season” devotionals for October, November and December 2026 are
now available on the foyer table.

Please note: All checks should be made out to Grace Lutheran Church.

0 (1
= Eternal Candle and Altar Flowers:

It is $10 per week to sponsor the Eternal Candle and $40 per floral arrangement
for the altar.

The Eternal Candle for September is lit in loving memory of John Pergola with
love from his family

Blessed Birthday Wishes for September to:

Sept. 6 - Jack Caldwell
Sept. 13 - Evald Olsen

Sept. 14 - Ron Smith

Sept. 17 - Amelia Hazel
Sept. 26 - Ana Crespo

Sept. 29 - Kirsten D’ Aquino



Upcoming Festival Celebrations

Please join us for the celebration during the 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist:
Sunday, September 13

The Feast of the Holy Cross

All are welcome as we gather around God’s Word and the Holy Sacrament to give
thanks for Christ’s saving work and to be strengthened in faith.

Faith Formation
First Holy Communion Classes

First Holy Communion classes will begin on Sunday, September 13, at 9:40 AM
in the meeting room. Children and their families will learn about the gift of the
Sacrament of Holy Communion, where Christ gives us His true body and blood for
the forgiveness of sins.

Classes will run for 4-6 weeks, and participants will receive their First Holy
Communion during worship on Sunday, November 8.

To enroll your child, please speak with Pastor Khader

Sunday School — Please note that Sunday School will resume on Sunday,
September 13, 2026, at 9:40 a.m.

Virtual Bible Study — Please note that our Virtual Bible Study will resume on
Wednesday, September 16, 2026, at 11:00 a.m.

Confirmation Class — Please note that Confirmation Class will resume on Sunday,
September 13, 2026, at 9:30 a.m. in the Pastor's Office.

Weekly Events at Grace Lutheran

Sundays 10:30 am Worship Service
11:30 am Coffee Hour
12:00 pm Greek Apostolic Church Service
Wednesdays 7:00 pm Sons of Bill (Men’s AA Meeting)
— In-person

Saturdays 1:30 pm — Al-Anon Meeting — In-person



GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
939 83rd Street Brooklyn, New York 11228-2817
Office: 718.833.7700 Fax: 718.833.6165
Visit our website at gracebk.org
Office Hours: Mon-Tues-Thurs 10am-1pm

NEW Church Emails:

Pastor Khader PastorKhader@gracebk.org
Kirsten d’ Aquino Kirsten@gracebk.org
Office Connect@gracebk.org

Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church of Brooklyn

Instagram: Gracelutheranchurchofbrooklyn

Like Us O on Facebook and receive updates.

The Rev. Khader Khalilia Pastor

Eric Johnson Deacon

Kirsten d’ Aquino Director of Music

Leticia Da Silva Director of Youth Ministry
Tammy Johnson Administrator

Vanessa Vega RSJ Nursery School Director
Alice Mulligan OS Nursery School Director

Opening our doors and serving the community by transforming lives through the
powerful teachings of Jesus Christ.
Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.
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